
                                Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

                     Thursday, April 16
th

 2015 Special Meeting  

           Municipal Center Assembly Room- 196 No. Main St. Southington, CT 

     Minutes 

 

Members Present: All members were present. Also in attendance were Mark Sciota, 

Town Atty./Deputy Town Manager and David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner. 

 

Chair Urillo called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

First item on the agenda was approval of the minutes from Feb. 19
th

; minutes approved 

upon a motion by Mr. Borowy, Second by Miss Sica- one abstention by Miss Clock with 

all remaining in favor.  

 

The second item to be addressed was a brief overview of the annual CT Land 

Conservation Conference held in March at Wesleyan; many useful workshops involving 

open space interests were offered. Mr. Borowy indicated that the workshop he attended 

on website design and format for town Open Space and Land Trusts was very 

informative. He has shared some of the ideas with those involved with our website 

redesign. Chair Urillo urged other members to attend upcoming years’ conferences as the 

topics are very useful and wide-ranging. This conversation led us to the next item on the 

agenda; update on the Open Space Website and public relations efforts. 

 

Miss Sica indicated that she has been in contact with Jay Baker regarding the update. Mr. 

Lavallee has been having weekly meetings with Mr. Baker where he is providing 

background content. Mr. Borowy has given some good suggestions as well. Within the 

next 2 weeks a draft page should be available for review via a link. The second part of the 

discussion was on P.R. efforts led by Miss Miceli. Miss Miceli reached out to two 

possible marketing firms to price a ~3 min. video touting the benefits of open space and 

our current holdings. Prices ranged from 4k-7.5k for a finished product. Educating the 

public about open space, promoting open space, and how to work with the town on 

sales/donations will be the focus. The spot could run on local cable, be presented to civic 

organizations, and be shown at the drive-in. Miss Clock asked if a PowerPoint would be 

as effective since it could be presented to various organizations and updated easier than a 

video. Miss Miceli indicated that the video will be a snapshot of what the Committee is 

all about and won’t get into specifics of each site. The PowerPoint would certainly be 

useful for the previously stated efforts however. In the past, P.R. efforts focused on 

newspaper ads/articles and a widely advertised evening meeting involving land use 

boards and the Committee. Pamphlets have been helpful and will be updated as part of 

the overall plan. Mr. Sciota stated that Financial Planners are a key focus group as they 

plan for future use/dispersion of properties. Additionally, the Canal Street Train Depot is 

a great spot to dispense information about open space since visitors to the site are 

typically inclined towards interests involving preservation. Since the quotes have come in 

under $10k, a third firm will be asked to give an offer and once received, a decision will 

be made on how to proceed.  

 



The next item on the agenda was to schedule the annual Earth Day walk. It was 

determined that this year it will take place on May 16
th

 at the Canal Street Train Depot. 

(447 Canal Street). These walks are an opportunity to showcase the town’s inventory of 

open space and the recreational offerings found there.  

 

Next on the agenda was a discussion on the Community Gardens. The availability of 

gardens has been advertised and this year showed an overwhelming interest in the East 

Street beds. As such, there are still many beds available at the Academy Street site. Mr. 

Lavallee will re-advertise the Academy Street garden on a first come first serve basis. It 

was noticed that last year the invasive Mugwort plant had taken over areas adjacent to the 

beds on Academy Street. Numerous weed whacking attempts did not solve the problem. 

This year, the Parks Dept. will mow the area once and treat the Mugwort when they are 

doing their normal weed control rounds downtown. After that, it is the intent of the 

Committee to have volunteers from either Youth Services community service program or 

scouts take over.  

 

At this point in time Mr. Brumback and Mr. Sciota excused themselves. 

 

The next item on the agenda was Executive Session to discuss real estate matters. A 

motion to convene Executive Session was made by Miss Sica, Second by Miss Miceli 

with all in favor at 4:38 PM. 

 

Executive Session ended at 5:00 PM with the business meeting reconvening at 5:00 PM 

upon a motion by Miss Miceli, Second by Mr. Pocock with all in favor.  

 

A vote was taken to put forth a 2 million dollar referendum for the purchase of open 

space and the maintenance thereof; Motion by Mr. Borowy, Second by Miss Miceli with 

all in favor upon a roll call vote.  

 

Motion to adjourn by Miss Miceli, Second by Miss Clock with all in favor at 5:02 PM. 

 


